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every week as part of the Magnet, Harry Wharton
writes an article discussing the pocket-money re-
ceived by the " fellows in the Remove", and
reveals that some of them g6t as much as five
pounds a week! This kind of thing is a perfectly
deliberate incitement to wealth-fantasy. And here
it is worth noticing a rather curious fact, and that
is that the school-story is a thing peculiar to
England. So far as I know there are extremely
few school-stories in foreign languages. The reason,
obviously, is that in England education is mainly
a matter of status. The most definite dividing line
between the petite-bourgeoisie and the working
class is that the former pay for their education, and
within the bourgeoisie there is another unbridge-
able gulf between the " public " school and the
" private " school. It is quite clear that there are
tens and scores of thousands of people to whom
every detail of life at a " posh " public school is
wildly thrilling and romantic. They happen to
be outside that mystic world of quadrangles and
house-colours, but they yearn after it, day-dream
about it, live mentally in it for hours at a stretch.
The question is, Who are these people? Who
reads the Gem and Magnet?

Obviously one can never be quite certain about
this kind of thing. All I can say from my own
observation is this. Boys who are likely to go to
public schools themselves generally read the Gem
and Magnet, but they nearly always stop reading
them when they are'about twelve; they may con-
tinue for another year from force of habit, but by

99